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to raise British prestige and to impress the Arab generally,
That these reasons were in themselves sound., cannot be gain-
said; but it is to be noted that no advance could be made
without increasing the dispersion of the II Corps and extend-
ing its communications. Already, the administration of the
force was showing signs of strain, and the hot weather was*
approaching; General Nixon's difficulties were bound to
increase. In these circumstances, it was open to grave
question whether strategically the value of an advance to
Amara was commensurate with the risk it entailed; had not
Baghdad been looming ahead in the distance, it is doubtful
whether a defensive role might not have been definitely im-
posed upon the Expedition. As it was, the Secretary of State
reluctantly sanctioned the forward movement to Amara on
the very urgent and persuasive recommendation of General
Nixon and the Viceroy. Amara was a step towards Baghdad :
there can be little doubt that the fact affected the judgment
of both the political and military authorities.

General Nixon did not limit his programme to action on
the Tigris alone. He planned, as a preliminary to the advance
to Amara, an operation in Arabistan; as a final consolidation
of his new position, the occupation of Nasiriyeh; and for
this programme, he specifically assured the Secretary of State,
Ms strength was sufficient.

When we consider that the hot weather was upon him;
that his force was short of transport, tents, medical equip-
ment and supplies; that he was about to operate in a broken
desert country without adequate communications, and that
without any increase in his power to maintain his force" he
was contemplating extending his hold to the line Ahwaz-
Amara-Nasiriyeh, we must admit that General Nixon showed
neither lack of enterprise nor fear of accepting responsibility.